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T ODAY ’ S

Agenda

1 What sustainable wildlife management is

2 How the CBD mandate evolved

3 What SBSTTA-28 will consider



D E F I N I N G  T H E  A GE N D A

What Is Sustainable Wildlife Management?

CBD DEC IS IO N 14/7

“… the sound management of wildlife species 
to sustain their populations and habitat over 
time, considering the socioeconomic needs of 
human populations.”

— adopted by COP14, 2018

The CBD's work simultaneously addresses:

Wild meat, food security & subsistence use

Local livelihoods & human-wildlife interactions

Monitoring systems & governance

Indigenous rights & multiple knowledge systems

The CBD treats wildlife management as a biodiversity, food-security, 
livelihood, cultural and governance issue. Not conservation alone.



T H E  S T A K E S

Why Sustainable Wildlife Management Matters

Biodiversity & Ecosystems

Unsustainable hunting and harvest 

threaten species populations, habitats 
and ecosystem function.

Food Security & 
Livelihoods

Wildmeat and wildlife products sustain 

nutrition, income and subsistence for 
millions, especially IPLCs.

Governance, Rights & 
Knowledge

Effective management depends on 

customary institutions, traditional 
knowledge and equitable rights.

ROOTED IN THE THREE CBD OBJ ECTIVES

Art. 8 — Conservation Art. 10 — Sustainable use Art. 15 —Access & Benefit-sharing
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Origins: The Bushmeat Crisis and COP9

FOC US  A REAS

Unsustainable hunting of wildmeat (“bushmeat”)

Impacts on biodiversity, ecosystems and livelihoods

Role of customary sustainable use & traditional 
knowledge

KEY DEVELOPMENTS

Decision 9/5  Identifies unsustainable bushmeat 

hunting as a priority

Decision 9/17  Recognises SWM as a mechanism 

supporting IPLC livelihoods

Post-COP9 (2009)  CBD Liaison Group on Bushmeat 

established

Key message: the initial CBD response targeted overharvesting of wildmeat species, while recognising wildlife as essential fo r food security, 

culture and livelihoods.
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The Bushmeat Liaison Group

2009
CBD Liaison Group on 
Bushmeat established

Convenes experts and institutions to 
address the bushmeat crisis.

2010
SBSTTA & COP develop 
recommendations

National and international bushmeat 
recommendations are drafted.

2011
SBSTTA 15/6 welcomes 
revised recommendations

Requests exploration of a Collaborative 
Partnership on Sustainable Wildlife 
Management.
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Creation of the CPW
Collaborative Partnership on Sustainable Wildlife Management

2013
C PW LAUNC HED

Hosted by FAO

O R I G I N S

● Requested by COP11 (Decision 11/25)

● Welcomed and reinforced by COP12 (Decision 12/18)

M I S S I O N

● Increase cooperation & coordination among international organisations

● Promote sustainable management of terrestrial vertebrate wildlife

COP13 (2016, Decision 13/8) builds on the CPW to request technical guidance for a more 
sustainable wildmeat sector.
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Guidance for a Sustainable Wildmeat Sector

Sustainable Supply

Harvest and management practices that 
keep wild meat species and ecosystems 
viable.

Demand 
Management

Approaches to reduce unsustainable 
consumption pressure in source and 
destination markets.

Enabling Conditions

Legal, institutional and policy 
environments for lawful, sustainable wild 
meat use.

Respect for IPLC Rights & Livelihoods

Safeguards for customary use and the rights of indigenous peoples and local communities.



T W O  D E C A D E S  O F  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  &  D E C I S I O N S

Evolution of the CBD's Wildlife Mandate

2010

SBSTTA & COP:  
recommendations on 

sustainable use of bushmeat

2013

CPW established,
hosted by FAO

2018

COP14 welcomes voluntary 
guidance for

a sustainable wildmeat 
sector

2022

COP15 calls for guidance
beyond wildmeat

2024

COP16 adopts decision 
16/15: mandate

for global guidance

2026

SBSTTA28 reviews
the draft guidance

Y O U  A R E H E RE

2009

First CBD Liaison 
Group on Bushmeat

2008

COP9 flags the
bushmeat crisis
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COP16 and the Global Biodiversity Framework

DECI SI O N 16/15  EN CO URA GES:

Full participation of IPLCs, women & youth

Rights-based approaches

Multiple knowledge systems

Equitable benefit-sharing

REQU ESTS PREPARATION OF

Global Guidance on Sustainable 
Wildlife Management

Applicable across multiple species, regions, uses and 
practices.

Unlike the 2018 wild meat guidance, this will be global 
and cross-sectoral.



W H A T  T H E  D R A F T  GU I D A N C E  I S  T R Y I N G  T O  A C H I E V E

Draft Global Guidance: Three Governance Principles

1

Inclusive & Participatory 
Decision-Making

● Who participates?

● Who decides?

● How are stakeholders 
represented?

2

Multiple Knowledge Systems 
& Rights

● How is Indigenous knowledge 
used?

● Are customary institutions 
recognised?

● How are rights protected?

3

Equitable Costs & Benefits

● Who benefits?

● Who bears conservation costs?

● How is fairness ensured?

The guidance deliberately avoids species-specific prescriptions, focusing instead on governance principles applicable across contexts.
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What SBSTTA-28 Will Consider

SBSTTA WILL REVIEW:

● Draft global guidance on sustainable wildlife 
management

● A synthesis of best practices submitted by 
Parties and organisations

SBSTTA WILL BE ASKED TO RECOMMEND 
THAT COP17:

● Adopt the global guidance

● Integrate it into NBSAPs and wildlife policies

● Mainstream SWM across sectors

● Support capacity-building and monitoring

“Guidance for a sustainable wild meat sector” → “A global governance framework for sustainable wildlife management”
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Key Resources

1

Note by the Secretariat

2

Draft Recommendation

3

Draft Global Guidance

https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/1dfe/ff0a/483e4603545538fa2089ce0d/sbstta-28-05-rev1-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/1dfe/ff0a/483e4603545538fa2089ce0d/sbstta-28-05-rev1-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/1dfe/ff0a/483e4603545538fa2089ce0d/sbstta-28-05-rev1-en.pdf


C L O S I N G

Key Take-Away Messages

1 SWM began within the CBD as a response to unsustainable wildmeat hunting.

2
The agenda broadened through the Bushmeat Liaison Group and the Collaborative Partnership on 
Sustainable Wildlife Management (CPW).

3 Decision 14/7 (2018) produced guidance for a sustainable wild meat sector.

4
Decision 16/15 (2024) expanded the mandate to comprehensive global guidance for multiple species, 
regions and practices.

5
SBSTTA-28 is a critical step toward adopting the first CBD-wide global guidance on sustainable wildlife 
management at COP17.

Discussion: How has the EU engaged with the Sustainable Wildlife Management agenda?



Questions?

Coming soon www.coop4cbd.eu Follow COOP4CBD

F a b i a n a  F .  S p i n e l l i   
T e c h n i c a l  O f f i c e r ,  P o l i c y

U N E P - W C M C
f a b i a n a . s p i n e l l i @ u n e p - w c m c . o r g

http://www.coop4cbd.eu/
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