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Structure of the PoWPA
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Update vs. Append



Implementation “Invites Parties and other Governments 
to take into account the updated 
[PoWPA] in the development and 
implementation of actions to meet the 
targets of the Framework, in particular 
Target 3”
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“Protected and 
Conserved Areas”

● “Incorporate…the concept of protected and 
conserved areas as an umbrella term 
encompassing protected areas and other 
effective area-based conservation measures 
and, where applicable, indigenous and 
traditional territories…”

OECMs = conserved areas ???



IUCN-WCPA Guidance on OECMs
2019 2024 2023



“Indigenous and 
Traditional Territories”

● Any mechanism for the recognition of 
“indigenous and traditional territories, where 
applicable” – how and by whom—is far from 
settled. 

● Introduced in 2022, the term as yet lacks any 
conservation criteria, let alone definition. These 
depend on progress in the 8(j) process, and are 
not likely to come forward by COP 17.  

SB8J-01-non-paper-item5ab



Protected and 
Conserved Areas and 

Indigenous and 
Traditional Territories



“Conservation Areas”
● A more inclusive term that can encompass a 

diversity of approaches for achieving the KMGBF 
goal of “living in harmony with nature.” 

● Dispels the notion that all OECMs or ITTs are fully 
and finally “conserved.” Conservation must be 
continually pursued, reinforced and defended. The 
term conservation area implies living action.

● Avoids the negative connotation that some (but not 
all) people assign to PAs.

● Shifts the focus from intent or objective for 
conservation implied in “protected and conserved 
areas” to one on outcomes in conservation areas. 

● The latter term is both more elegant and more 
specific than “area-based conservation,” and 
translates better, at least to French (aires de 
conservation) and Spanish (áreas de conservación
vs. conservación basada en áreas).



IUCN WCPA 
role

IUCN WCPA remains fully committed to 
assist in implementing the PoWPA, 
including but not limited to specific 
mentions:

● Target 3 Community of Practice
● Capacity-building with CBD 

Secretariat and High Ambition 
Coalition for Nature and People



Two closing 
comments Your image here



“we must break with 
traditional thinking, catalyze a 
new vision, and join hands in 
new partnerships”

Vth IUCN World Parks Congress Durban, 
South Africa, 2003





The IUCN World Protected and Conserved Area 
Congress 2027 – Panama City, Republic of Panamá
4-10 September 2027



“SUSTAINABLE USE”

Conservation Areas

Production landscapes
Commercial Fisheries
Commercial logging areas
Agricultural plantations

Areas of biodiversity 
importance

Government PAs
Territories of Life
ITTs / ICCAs
Privately Protected Areas
Shared governance

GBF = 23 Targets 
Target 1 - Spatial Planning
Target 2 - Restoration
Target 5 – Sustainable Harvest Wild Species
Target 10 – Sustainable Ag, Aquaculture, 

Fisheries, Forestry

30%

70%

“…while ensuring that any 
sustainable use, where appropriate in 

such areas, is fully consistent with 
conservation outcomes…”



Thank you

Brent A. Mitchell
Vice Chair
IUCN World Commission on 

Protected Areas

brentmitchell@oldtownhill.org

Coming soon www.coop4cbd.eu Follow COOP4CBD

http://www.coop4cbd.eu/
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