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A future useful resource: the CBD experts’ guide

UNDER DEVELOPMENT

A resource jointly developed by two EU-
funded initiatives, joining forces to train
experts to engage in CBD:

Horizon Europe-funded project (2022-
2026)
Aims to enhance coordination and
leverage existing expertise and
initiatives within the EU to support the
implementation of the CBD
Technical and scientific cooperation
Capacity-building activities

A 20-year old network of 80+ partners from 40+
countries
>800 Mio€ over 7 years (2021-28)
Funding excellent research with an impact on
policy and society
Rolling out a wide portfolio of pan-European
activities (e.g., monitoring)
Incl. CBD/MEAs capacity-building events and
learning materials for its funded researchers
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Why this guide? Knowledge expected to inform CBD
processes (i.e., negotiations,
implementation, monitoring)

Examples of successful engagement
of experts (e.g., post-2020 GBF)

/!\ Engagement as a challenge for
experts, and thus not sufficiently
involved in CBD

“Develop […] training in effective
engagement” as a recommendation for

improving scientific engagement (Caroll et
al., 2023)

SCBD: Presentation at IPBES 10 Stakeholder Day (2023)
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Why this guide?

Several initiatives rolling out “one-off”
capacity-building events targeting
experts

/!\ No long-term, to be used at any
convenient time, global resource
providing a comprehensive overview of
ways to engage with the CBD

Biodiversa+ CBD capacity-building events

CO-OP4CBD training sessions
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Why this guide?

A dozen of learning materials focusing
on the CBD

Designed for different types of
stakeholders (e.g., negotiators, IPLCs)
OR obsolete

/!\ No learning material focusing on the
engagement of experts in the CBD
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A guide for whom?

Experts? Anyone having an expertise in
CBD issues (e.g., researchers, TEK
holders, professionals, Youth, Women,
etc.)

From all disciplines, knowledge
systems and regions

Incl. early career researchers,
members of civil society organisations

Photo credits: IISD/ENB – Mike Muzurakis (GYBN & Women’s Caucus)
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An evidence-based learning material

A guide drafted building upon existing
literature and expertise (e.g., going
through two external reviews)

Reviewed by recognised experts in CBD
processes

Carroll et al.: Lessons from COP15 on effective scientific
engagement in biodiversity policy processes (2021)
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A toolkit tailor-made to its users
A general introduction to the CBD and
what is expected from such science-
policy interfaces

30+ tools, incl. visuals 

Experts not having the same level of
engagement with the CBD and
constraints

Hence, a stepwise approach, ranging
from Beginners, to Advanced and
Experts
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A toolkit tailor-made to its users 
1

2

3

Is there a prerequisite to engage this way (e.g.,
prior knowledge, ties)?

Who to engage with/alongside?

Are there time constraints?

Are there economic costs required and any possible financial support?

What is the aim of such an engagement?

How to engage in a practical
manner?

What will be the outcomes of such an engagement?

Are there further useful resources?
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What comes next?

Publication tentatively scheduled over
the course of the summer

Sessions at major international events
to promote the guide

Make use of it, disseminate it!

In the end, engage alongside the CBD,
both challenging and rewarding

SUBSCRIBE TO THIS NEWSLETTER
TO ACCESS THE GUIDE ONCE OUT
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CO-OP4CBD MOOC on CBD
Objectives

Understanding the frame of the CBD action:
history, context, organization 

Knowing the strategic framework in which it
applies (decennial strategies, NBSAPs…) 

Learning about concrete CBD processes and
mechanisms (functions, bodies and
stakeholders engaged)

Getting skills to take part in CBD processes
and mechanisms (rules of procedure,
terminology, tips for negotiations…) 

Targeted Audience 
Staff working in CBD frameworks
(negotiators, CBD National Focal Points...) 
Scientific experts 
Holders of traditional ecological knowledge   
Civil servants / policymakers  
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CO-OP4CBD MOOC on CBD

 A format that could last and be used beyond the life of the project

An interactive tool

3 sections – 20 sequences
Sections quiz and general evaluations

Teaching methods and tools 
A flexible, dynamic tool that can be adapted to suit
different profiles. Written content,  questionnaires, videos,
quizzes, games, targeted exercises... (role-playing) 

To be uploaded in Summer 2026!
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