
Inclusion of Indigenous and 
Local Knowledge in 
Biodiversity Policies

CO-OP4CBD TRAINING

23 April 2026
Paris, France

Joseph Karanja, Ph.D
BES-Net ILK Project Officer,
Local and Indigenous Knowledge Systems (LINKS),
Natural Sciences Sector, 
UNESCO HQ, Paris
j.karanja@unesco.org



Embracing Diverse Knowledge Systems

Solutions to addressing 
complex environmental 

problems 

IPLCs
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lic
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Complex and interconnected 

environmental problems

• IPLCs knowledge

• IPLCs customary governance

• IPLCs ethical principles & 

practices

• May be impacted by policies 

• Kunming-Montreal GBF

• NBSAPs

•Seeing the world with different lenses 

(epistemological diversity)

•New insights and perspectives 

•Door to a wealth of knowledge

•Biocultural diversity understanding 

•Breaking Barriers & Building bridges across 

knowledge systems 



UNESCO Commitments to Indigenous Issues

2001

Universal Declaration on 
Cultural Diversity

2002

Local and Indigenous 
Knowledge Systems (LINKS) 

Programme established

2003

Convention for the 
Safeguarding Intangible 

Cultural Heritage

2005

Convention on the Protection 
and Promotion of the Diversity 

of Cultural Expressions

2017

International Indigenous 
Peoples’s Forum on UNESCO 

World Heritage

2017

UNESCO Policy on Engaging 
with Indigenous Peoples

2022

Leading UN Decade of 
Indigenous Languages 

(2022-2032)

2025

Hangzhou Strategic Action 
Plan for Biosphere Reserve 

(2026-2035) 

–IPLCs targets

Human rights-based approach anchored



Local and Indigenous Knowledge Systems Programme
• LINKS – established as a UNESCO intersectoral platform
• Based in UNESCO’s Natural Sciences Sector 
• Strengthening interface of Indigenous and local knowledge (ILK), science 

and policy – particularly on biodiversity and climate change.
• Guided by UNDRIP and UNESCO Policy on Indigenous Peoples

UN Partnerships
• Convener of CBD Programme of Work link between biological and cultural 

diversity
• Hosts and Leads IPBES ILK Technical Support Unit: Development and 

implementation of methods for working with ILK throughout IPBES 
assessments

• Leads the BES-Net ILK Support Unit (2020): Supporting the inclusion of ILK in 
national ecosystem assessments (NEAs) and uptake of NEAs and IPBES 
assessments.



National ILK Outlook 
Initiative 

Mainstreaming ILK into NBSAPs



National Outlook on ILK of Biodiversity

• Country-led and government 
endorsed initiative initiated in 2025

• ILK Assessment on the state of ILK of 
biodiversity

• Evaluation of ILK inclusion on NBSAPs 
and biodiversity policies 

• Multi-stakeholder ILK-Policy 
dialogues

• ILK capacity building for 
policymakers and stakeholders.

National ILK Outlook

Supported ByScan to access:
• News Article 
• 3 publications



National ILK Outlook Highlights



Leveraging diverse knowledge systems for informed 
biodiversity decision-making

BES-Net Partnership 
Initiative 



Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services Network (BES-Net)
BES-Net - A consortium of UNDP, UNEP-WCMC and UNESCO, committed to building 
knowledge, capacity and collaboration between science, policy and practice communities 
for biodiversity conservation worldwide in line with the IPBES work programme, with the 
support of the Federal Government of Germany and SwedBio.

WP I. Provide catalytic BES Solution 
Fund and technical assistance to 
countries implementing tangible 

nature-based solutions based on the 
NEA/IPBES assessment evidence

WP II. Improve the national BES 
evidence base by coordinating the 
co-creation of national ecosystem 
assessments (NEAs)

WP III. Strengthen the BES policy-
science-practice network around 

the IPBES assessment themes 
through Trialogues

WP IV. Enhance global BES 
communication and knowledge 
sharing by connecting partners and 
promoting their interactions through 
the BES-Net online platforms

Engagement of ILK 
holders



ILK Framework for NEAs

National 
Ecosystem 

Assessments 

Country 
Teams

IPLCs & IPLCs 
organizations

ILK

• Building trust relationships 

• Coaching interdisciplinary 
and transdisciplinary 
cooperation

• ILK concepts and methods 
and rights issues

• Participatory research

UNESCO

UNEP-
WCMC

UNDP

• Building the capacity of 
stakeholder engagement 

• Enhancing policy-science-
practice interface

• Improving visibility

ILK Author
 team

Evaluation of ecosystem status, 
trends, and contributions to 

human well-being



Bosnia and Herzegovina NEA

• Conducted from 2019 to 2024
• First ever assessment on the state traditional knowledge of biodiversity
• First ever National Ecosystem Assessment 
• Traditional knowledge woven into the scientific national ecosystem assessment 



BiH Process of weaving Traditional Knowledge in NEA

BiH NEA 
TK Author team

UNESCO LINKS

Literature review
• Grey and peer-reviewed
• Policies and curricula 

review

230 TK holders engaged
• Direct to digital mapping
• Community dialogues

Publication on 
the state of TK

Weaving of TK 
findings into BiH NEA 

Report and SPM

Bosnia and Herzegovina National Ecosystem Assessment (BiH NEA) Process 

Methodology

Guided by IPBES Conceptual Framework



Summary of Key 
findings from TK 

Publication



Traditional Knowledge Findings from BiH NEA SPM

There is a great abundance of 
traditional and local knowledge and 
practices regarding the use and 
conservation of biodiversity and 
ecosystem services in BiH, but its loss 
due to demographic changes is 
confirmed in our findings (well 
established).

Nature is an important part of cultural 
and traditional social identity in BiH 
and it supports the improvement of 
human health and well-being 
through a set of non-material NCPs 
(established, but incomplete)

Although BiH acceded to a large 
number of international treaties 
related to the protection of 
biodiversity, species and ecosystems, 
it still did not accede to treaties 
supporting conservation of gene 
diversity and related indigenous 
knowledge (well established)

……………… traditional and knowledge are 
not included in decision-making 
efforts to identify sustainable 
solutions (well established)



Contacts
Joseph Karanja 

j.karanja@unesco.org
+33 758 397 137

Thank you 

Merci Beaucoup

Asante Sana 
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