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BBNJ in a nutshell
• The Agreement on the Conservation and 

Sustainable Use of Marine Biological 
Diversity of Areas beyond National 
Jurisdiction is an agreement under the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Sea on the Conservation and 
Sustainable Use of Marine Biological 
Diversity of Areas beyond National 
Jurisdiction

• Adopted on 19 June 2023, 60 state 
ratifications by 19 September 2025, entry 
into force 17 January 2026

• Now 145 signatories, 61 Parties



ABNJ



UNCLOS

Missing: 
procedures for MPA, EIA; anything on 
MGRs



It took a while…



The package

Premable

I. General provisions

II. MGRs incl FESB

III. ABMTs incl MPAs

IV. EIAs

V. CG&TMT

VI-XI. Arrangements, provisions, compliance…incl the CHM



BBNJ creates 
obligations to 
State Parties



I. MGRs



EIAs



CB & TMT



State of play

• Negotiations on modalities for the operation of the Clearing-
House Mechanism (draft terms of reference for an informal group 
on the technical aspects of the operationalization of the 
Mechanism) during PrepCom 2 (August 2025) stalled

• Chairs’ initiative: Comissioned study on the technical aspects of 
the operationalization of the Clearing-House Mechanism under 
the BBNJ Agreement, to be considered by PrepCom 3 (March-April 
2026)



State of play: some thoughts

• Technical study commissioned but no view on 
modalities or structure of CHM
• Components/services unclear (e.g., BBNJ 

batch identifier)
• Web-based?
• Centralized or network (national? Regional?)

• State Parties obligations kick in January 17, 
2026…



Further reading

• BBNJ Treaty: https://www.un.org/bbnjagreement/en/bbnj-
agreement/text-bbnj-agreement

• Gaebel et al (2025): The BBNJ clearing-house mechanism: 
considerations for its diverse functions, users, and sources. 
Frontiers on Ocean Sustainability 3, doi: 
10.3389/focsu.2025.1584927 
(https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/focsu.2025.1584927
/full)
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