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Background decisions

CBDI/CP/MOP/11/7:- Invites Parties to submit information on their needs and priorities for
further guidance materials on specific topics of RA of LMOs, including a
rationale following the criteria set out in annex | to decision CP-9/13;

- Decides to establish an AHTEG on risk assessment tasked with the
evaluation of the needs and priorities identified by the Parties

- Decides to extend the Open-ended Online Forum on RA and RM to
support the analysis of the topics identified by the Parties

CBD/CP/MOP/DEC/9/13: Decides to establish a process for the identification and
prioritization of specific issues regarding RA of LMO for consideration by the COP-MOP to the
Cartagena Protocol with a view to developing further guidance on risk assessment on the specific
issues identified, taking into account the criteria listed in annex | to the decision
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https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cp-mop-11/cp-mop-11-dec-07-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cp-mop-09/cp-mop-09-dec-13-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cp-mop-09/cp-mop-09-dec-13-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cp-mop-09/cp-mop-09-dec-13-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cp-mop-09/cp-mop-09-dec-13-en.pdf

Criteria for the identification and prioritization of specific issues regarding RA of
LMO (Annex | of CBD/CP/MOP/DEC/9/13)

(a) They are identified by Parties as priorities;
(b
(c

)
) They fall within the scope and objective of the Cartagena Protocol;

) They pose challenges to existing risk assessment frameworks, guidance and methodologies;
)

(d) Challenges in addressing the specific issue;

(e) The specific issues concerning living modified organisms that:
(i) Have the potential to cause adverse effects on biodiversity;

(i) May be introduced into the environment either deliberately or accidentally;
(iii) Have the potential to disseminate across national borders;
(iv) Are already, or are likely to be, commercialized or in use somewhere in the world;

e Stock-taking exercise to determine if resources on similar issues have been developed




Submissions by Parties on their needs and priorities

for specific topics of risk assessment
https://bch.cbd.int/en/submissions-to-
notifications?schema=submission&currentPage=1&notification=2025-017.

12 Parties submitted responses:

3 Parties indicated that there was a need for further capacity building on the topic of
the RA of LMOs.

Open-Ended Online Forum on Risk Assessment and Risk Management to gather
information to complement the submissions by Parties and support the analysis of the
proposed topics.
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https://bch.cbd.int/en/submissions-to-notifications?schema=submission&currentPage=1&notification=2025-017
https://bch.cbd.int/en/submissions-to-notifications?schema=submission&currentPage=1&notification=2025-017
https://bch.cbd.int/en/submissions-to-notifications?schema=submission&currentPage=1&notification=2025-017
https://bch.cbd.int/en/submissions-to-notifications?schema=submission&currentPage=1&notification=2025-017
https://bch.cbd.int/en/submissions-to-notifications?schema=submission&currentPage=1&notification=2025-017
https://bch.cbd.int/en/submissions-to-notifications?schema=submission&currentPage=1&notification=2025-017
https://bch.cbd.int/en/submissions-to-notifications?schema=submission&currentPage=1&notification=2025-017

Terms of reference for the

AHTEG on Risk Assessment
(CBD/CP/MOP/11/7)

The AHTEG on Risk Assessment
convened
from 8 to 11 July 2025
At the Secretariat of the CBD
in Montreal, Canada
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Analyse the information submitted by
Parties and the discussions in the
Open-ended Online Forum on RA and
RM:

Prepare a list of prioritized topics on
which further guidance materials on risk
assessment may be needed according

to the criteria set out in annex | to
decision CP-9/13;

Consider the document
CBD/CP/RA/AHTEG/2025/1/INF/A
prepared by the Secretariat;

Prepare a report for the consideration
of SBSTTA 27.




15 topics identified by Parties fo

(a) Detection and monitoring of LMOs;

(b) Genome-edited mammals for use in
agriculture;

c) Living modified algae;
d) Living modified animals;

e) Living modified fish;

g) LMOs containing stacked events;

(
(
(
(f) Living modified microorganisms;
(
(

h) LMOs expressing genome editing
machinery for pest or pathogen control;

(i) LMOs for food, feed and processing;
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(j) LMOs produced through new biotechnologies;

(k) Long-term and cumulative effects of genetic
constructs and LMOs;

(1) Operationalizing protection goals into relevant
assessment and measurement end points;

(m) Simplified procedures (Article 13 of the
Protocol) and agreements and arrangements

(Article 14);

(n) Transportability of data for risk assessment
of LMOs;

(0) Use of LMOs in centres of origin and in
traditional agricultural systems.



AHTEG conclusions

Topics that met all the criteria Topics that partially met the criteria

a) Living modified algae;

Detection and monitoring of LMOs;
Living modified fish; _ _
Genome-edited mammals for use in

Living modified microorganisms; , _
agriculture;

LMOs expressing genome editing
machinery for pest or pathogen control;
Long-term and cumulative effects of LMOs containing stacked events;

genetic constructs and LMOs; LMOs for food, feed and processing;

Operationalizing protection goals into LMOs produced through new
relevant assessment and measurement biotechnologies;

end points;

Living modified animals;

Use of LMOs in centres of origin and in
traditional agricultural systems
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AHTEG conclusions

Topics for which the analysis was inconclusive with respect to criteria (¢) and (d) and
criterion (e) was considered not applicable

1. Simplified procedures (Article 13 of the Protocol) and agreements and arrangements
(Article 14)

2. Transportability of data for risk assessment of LMOs
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Topics identified as priorities

The Group also recognized the need for
additional guidance materials on living
modified fish.

The AHTEG recognizes that the
continued to be a priority for some Parties

topic
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AHTEG conclusions

Topics that can be addressed with the
development of technical notes



Official documents

CBD/SBSTTA/27/6: Risk assessment and risk management of living modified
organisms (Note by the Secretariat including SBSTTA recommendation)

CBD/CP/RA/AHTEG/2025/1/2: Considerations on risk assessment

CBD/CP/RA/AHTEG/2025/1/INF/1: Synthesis of submissions of information on risk
assessment and the discussions of the Open-Ended Online Forum on Risk
Assessment and Risk Management

CBD/CP/RA/AHTEG/2025/1/INF/2: List of bibliographic references provided in the
submissions from Parties and during the discussions of the Open-ended Online
Forum on Risk Assessment and Risk Management

CBD/CP/RA/AHTEG/2025/1/3: Report of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group on Risk
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https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/2659/27f7/81bbe942fea65ca0340f4f74/sbstta-27-06-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/4e39/0782/87d3e3209c04af855d439b87/cp-ra-ahteg-2025-01-02-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/a545/bc1d/9da51bd8c2c45a0c9e548a68/cp-ra-ahteg-2025-01-inf-01-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/a545/bc1d/9da51bd8c2c45a0c9e548a68/cp-ra-ahteg-2025-01-inf-01-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/a545/bc1d/9da51bd8c2c45a0c9e548a68/cp-ra-ahteg-2025-01-inf-01-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/a545/bc1d/9da51bd8c2c45a0c9e548a68/cp-ra-ahteg-2025-01-inf-01-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/a545/bc1d/9da51bd8c2c45a0c9e548a68/cp-ra-ahteg-2025-01-inf-01-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/a545/bc1d/9da51bd8c2c45a0c9e548a68/cp-ra-ahteg-2025-01-inf-01-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/f0ab/1c6f/e987e74c5e86a1eddb268aba/cp-ra-ahteg-2025-01-inf-02-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/f0ab/1c6f/e987e74c5e86a1eddb268aba/cp-ra-ahteg-2025-01-inf-02-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/f0ab/1c6f/e987e74c5e86a1eddb268aba/cp-ra-ahteg-2025-01-inf-02-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/f0ab/1c6f/e987e74c5e86a1eddb268aba/cp-ra-ahteg-2025-01-inf-02-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/f0ab/1c6f/e987e74c5e86a1eddb268aba/cp-ra-ahteg-2025-01-inf-02-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/f0ab/1c6f/e987e74c5e86a1eddb268aba/cp-ra-ahteg-2025-01-inf-02-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/a36e/7585/f6416c1b9af2f41c46f46652/cp-ra-ahteg-2025-01-03-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/a36e/7585/f6416c1b9af2f41c46f46652/cp-ra-ahteg-2025-01-03-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/a36e/7585/f6416c1b9af2f41c46f46652/cp-ra-ahteg-2025-01-03-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/a36e/7585/f6416c1b9af2f41c46f46652/cp-ra-ahteg-2025-01-03-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/a36e/7585/f6416c1b9af2f41c46f46652/cp-ra-ahteg-2025-01-03-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/a36e/7585/f6416c1b9af2f41c46f46652/cp-ra-ahteg-2025-01-03-en.pdf

Other relevant documents

CBD/CP/RA/JAHTEG/2020/1/5: Report of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert group on
Risk Assessment

CBD/CP/MOP/11/9: Additional voluntary guidance materials to support case-by-

case risk assessment of living modified organisms containing engineered gene
drives

UNEP/CBD/BS/COP-MOP/8/8/Add.1: Guidance on Risk Assessment of Living
Modified Organisms and Monitoring in the context of Risk Assessment

[ la2™

T ccop


https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/a763/e248/4fa326e03e3c126b9615e95d/cp-ra-ahteg-2020-01-05-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/175e/90b0/89c0c71660cccc1539adf34f/cp-mop-11-09-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/175e/90b0/89c0c71660cccc1539adf34f/cp-mop-11-09-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/175e/90b0/89c0c71660cccc1539adf34f/cp-mop-11-09-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/175e/90b0/89c0c71660cccc1539adf34f/cp-mop-11-09-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/bs/mop-08/official/bs-mop-08-08-add1-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/bs/mop-08/official/bs-mop-08-08-add1-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/bs/mop-08/official/bs-mop-08-08-add1-en.pdf

Thank yoL

Valeria Giovannelli
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