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One Health Definition

One Health is an integrated, unifying
approach that aims to sustainably balance
and optimize the health of people, animals
and ecosystems. It recognizes the health of

humans, domestic and wild animals, plants, and
the wider environment (including ecosystems)
are closely linked and inter-dependent. The
approach mobilizes multiple sectors, disciplines
and communities at varying levels of society to
work together to foster well-being and tackle
threats to health and ecosystems, while
addressing the collective need for clean water,
energy and air, safe and nutritious food, taking
action on climate change, and contributing to
sustainable development. (2021)
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Historical Evolution in the CBD Context

COP 12 Decision XIll/21 (2014)
XI1/21. Biodiversity and human health

4. Recognizes the value of the “One Health” approach to address the cross-cutting issue
of biodiversity and human health, as an integrated approach consistent with the ecosystem
approach (decision V/6) that integrates the complex relationships between humans,
microorganisms, animals, plants, agriculture, wildlife and the environment;
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Historical Evolution in the CBD Context

COP 13 Decision XIIl/6 (2016)
XII/6. Biodiversity and human health
Annex Information on health-biodiversity linkages

(e) Ecosystem management and infectious diseases: Promote an integrated (“One
Health”) approach to the management of ecosystems, associated human settlements and
livestock, minimizing unnecessary disturbance to natural systems and so avoid or mitigate
the potential emergence of new pathogens, and manage the risk of transmission of
pathogens between humans, livestock and wildlife in order to reduce the risk and incidence
of infectious diseases, including zoonotic and vector-borne diseases;



Historical Evolution in the CBD Context

...in decision XIlII/6, the Conference of the Parties requested the Executive Secretary to prepare
technical guidance to support the consideration of biodiversity and ecosystem management in
the application of the “One Health” approach

CBD/SBSTTA/21/9 (2017) (and as part of CBD/SBSTTA/21/4)
Guidance on integrating biodiversity considerations into One Health approaches

18. The purpose of this Guidance is to assist Parties to the Convention, and other relevant
stakeholders, in the process of developing policies, plans, programmes and research aligned with
One Health approaches, with more balanced consideration of biodiversity and ecosystem
dynamics and management, in line with decision XIII/6.

(elaborates other holistic approaches, such as EcoHealth and planetary health)



Historical Evolution in the CBD Context

COP 14 Decision 14/4 (2018)
14/4. Health and biodiversity

3. Invites Parties and other Governments to consider integrating One Health policies,
plans or projects, and other holistic approaches in their national biodiversity strategies
and action plans, and, as appropriate, national health plans, and other instruments
including those under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and
the International Strateqy for Disaster Risk Reduction, to jointly support the implementation
of the Convention, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and other relevant global
commitments;



Historical Evolution in the CBD Context

CBD/SBSTTA-SBI-SS/2/2 (2020)

Discussion note for the special virtual session on biodiversity, One Health and the response to
Covid-19

ll. Interlinkages between biodiversity and human health including pandemic risk
I\VV. Suggested key points for discussion

(a) How can the Convention on Biological Diversity further contribute to an inclusive,
transdisciplinary and cross-sectoral approach to One Health that reflects the full range of
biodiversity-health linkages ?

()

(c) How should the interlinkages between biodiversity, health and pandemic risk be reflected in the
post-2020 global biodiversity framework?



Historical Evolution in the CBD Context

COP 15: Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework is to be implemented with consideration of the One Health approach
COP 15 Decision 15/29 (2022) - 15/29. Biodiversity and health

Taking note of the definition of One Health by the One Health High-Level Expert Panel

Noting also the One Health Joint Plan of Action by the Quadripartite for One Health

Recognizing further that the One Health approach, among other holistic approaches, could contribute to the reduction of the risk of
diseases of zoonotic origin, (...)

1. Encourages Patrties (...):

(a) To take actions for a pandemic, which contribute to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, and thereby contribute to
minimizing the risk sustainable and inclusive recovery from the COVID-19 for future diseases of zoonotic origin, taking into
account the One Health approach, among other holistic approaches;

(b) To further integrate the One Health approach, among other holistic approaches, in their national biodiversity strategies and
action plans, and national health plans, as appropriate, to support the implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework;

5. Requests the Executive Secretary, (...), and in collaboration with the World Health Organization and the Quadripartite for One
Health, to complete the work pursuant to decision 14/4, paragraph 13 (b) and (c) on targeted messages and a draft global action

plan, (...)
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Historical Evolution in the CBD Context
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COP 16 Decision 16/19 (2024)
16/19. Biodiversity and health

4. Invites other Governments, (...) and international organizations, including the members of the
Quadripartite alliance on One Health, to raise awareness of the Global Action Plan, {(...)

9. (e) To explore, in consultation with the World Health Organization and the other members of the
Quadripartite alliance on One Health, the development of an online information platform (...) in order to
facilitate knowledge- sharing and capacity-building for integration of the One Health approach, thereby
further supporting the implementation of the Global Action Plan

Annex | Global Action Plan on Biodiversity and Health

I. Purpose

(j) More effective and integrated policy coordination on biodiversity and health, including through
enhanced communication, dialogue and collaboration across government ministries and all governments
and sectors, is needed. This includes the need to strengthen the environmental dimension of the One
Health approach and other holistic approaches, while acknowledging the need to enhance international
cooperation, (...).
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SBSTTA 27
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CBD/SBSTTA/27/09 (2025)
Item 10 of the provisional agenda - Biodiversity and health

9 (c) Cooperation activities. (...), pursuant to paragraphs 13 (a) of decision 14/4 and 9 (a), (b) and
(e) of decision 16/19, the Secretariat started discussions with the Quadripartite collaboration
on One Health to explore potential opportunities for collaboration. Members of the
Quadripartite have expressed interest in continuing those discussions with the Secretariat, with a

focus on:
(i) Identifying ways to support the uptake of the Global Action Plan;

(ii) Providing input into the development of integrated science-based indicators on biodiversity
and health;

(iif) Organizing or participating in capacity-building and awareness-raising activities;

(iv) Assessing the feasibility of developing an online information platform to collate knowledge,
tools and experiences related to interlinked biodiversity and health policies and actions.
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Quadripartite One Health Alliance Joint Plan of Action (2022 - 2026)

FIGURE 3: THE SIX OH JPA ACTION TRACKS

Enhancing One
Health capacities to strengthen
health systems

Integrating the
Environment into One Health

Action track 5: Curbing the silent
pandemic of Antimicrobial
Resistance (AMR)

o

Action track 4: Strengthening
the assessment, management and
communication of food safety risks

Action track 2: Reducing the risks
from emerging and re-emerging
zoonotic epidemics and pandemics

Action track 3: Controlling and
eliminating zoonotic, neglected
tropical and vector-borne diseases

Objective (Action Track 6):

Protect and restore biodiversity, prevent the
degradation of ecosystems and the wider environment
to jointly support the health of people, animals, plants
and ecosystems, underpinning sustainable
development.



The Lancet One Health Commission: harnessing our interconnectedness for
equitable, sustainable, and healthy socioecological systems

9 Socioecological interconnection is central to One Health. Climate
change, biodiversity loss, and pollution threaten this balance, with
impacts felt unequally across populations. One Health considers

these risks and calls for urgent action through climate mitigation,
conservation, and ecological restoration.
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