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I/ SBSTTA Role

ARTICLE 25 - CBD

A subsidiary body for the provision of scientific, technical and technological advice is hereby 

established to provide the Conference of the Parties and, as appropriate, its other subsidiary bodies 

with timely advice relating to the implementation of this Convention. This body shall be open to 

participation by all Parties and shall be multidisciplinary. It shall comprise government 

representatives competent in the relevant field of expertise. It shall report regularly to the 

Conference of the Parties on all aspects of its work



I/ SBSTTA Role

ARTICLE 25 - CBD

2. Under the authority of and in accordance with guidelines laid down by the Conference of the Parties, and upon its 
request, this body shall:

(a) Provide scientific and technical assessments of the status of biological diversity;

(b) Prepare scientific and technical assessments of the effects of types of measures taken in accordance with the provisions 
of this Convention;

(c) Identify innovative, efficient and state-of-the-art technologies and know-how relating to the conservation and 
sustainable use of biological diversity and advise on the ways and means of promoting development and/or transferring 
such technologies;

(d) Provide advice on scientific programmes and international cooperation in research and development related to 
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity; and

(e) Respond to scientific, technical, technological and methodological questions that the Conference of the Parties and its 
subsidiary bodies may put to the body.
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II/ SBSTTA specific conduct of business
PROCESS FOR THE CONDUCT OF SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL ASSESSMENTS INITIATED BY THE SUBSIDIARY BODY ON SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL ADVICE



II/ SBSTTA specific conduct of business
OPTIONS FOR FACILITATING EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION AND VIEWS ON THE ITEMS ON THE AGENDA OF THE SUBSIDIARY BODY ON 
SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL ADVICE



Aware of the general lack of information and knowledge regarding biological diversity and of the 
urgent need to develop scientific, technical and institutional capacities to provide the basic 
understanding upon which to plan and implement appropriate measures, (Pr. §7)

Noting also that where there is a threat of significant reduction or loss of biological diversity, lack of 
full scientific certainty should not be used as a reason for postponing measures to avoid or minimize 
such a threat (Pr. §9)

Recognizing the close and traditional dependence of many indigenous and local communities 
embodying traditional lifestyles on biological resources, and the desirability of sharing equitably 
benefits arising from the use of traditional knowledge, innovations and practices relevant to the 
conservation of biological diversity and the sustainable use of its components (Pr. §12)

III/ What do « Science, Technical and Technology » mean

? 
Science 



Article 12. Research and Training
The Contracting Parties, taking into account the special needs of developing countries, shall:
(a) Establish and maintain programmes for scientific and technical education and training in 
measures for the identification, conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity and its 
components and provide support for such education and training for the specific needs of 
developing countries;
(b) Promote and encourage research which contributes to the conservation and sustainable use 
of biological diversity, particularly in developing countries, inter alia, in accordance with 
decisions of the Conference of the Parties taken in consequence of recommendations of the 
Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice; and
c) In keeping with the provisions of Articles 16, 18 and 20, promote and cooperate in the use of 
scientific advances in biological diversity research in developing methods for conservation and 
sustainable use of biological resources.

III/ What do « Science, Technical and Technology » mean

? 
Science 



TECHNOLOGY 

"Technology" includes biotechnology
"Biotechnology" means any technological application that uses biological systems, living 
organisms, or derivatives thereof, to make or modify
(Article 2) 

Aware that conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity is of critical importance for 
meeting the food, health and other needs of the growing world population, for which purpose 
access to and sharing of both genetic resources and technologies are essential (Pr. §20)

III/ What do « Science, Technical and Technology » mean

? 



TECHNOLOGY 

Article 16. Access to and Transfer of technology

1. Each Contracting Party, recognizing that technology includes biotechnology, and that both access to and 
transfer of technology among Contracting Parties are essential elements for the attainment of the objectives of 
this Convention, undertakes subject to the provisions of this Article to provide and/or facilitate access for and 
transfer to other Contracting Parties of technologies that are relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of 
biological diversity or make use of genetic resources and do not cause significant damage to the environment.

2. Access to and transfer of technology referred to in paragraph 1 above to developing countries shall be provided 
and/or facilitated under fair and most favourable terms, including on concessional and preferential terms where 
mutually agreed, and, where necessary, in accordance with the financial mechanism established by Articles 20 and 
21. In the case of technology subject to patents and other intellectual property rights, such access and transfer 
shall be provided on terms which recognize and are consistent with the adequate and effective protection of 
intellectual property rights. The application of this paragraph shall be consistent with paragraphs 3, 4 and 5 below.

3. Each Contracting Party shall take legislative, administrative or policy measures, as appropriate, with the aim that 
Contracting Parties, in particular those that are developing countries, which provide genetic resources are provided 
access to and transfer of technology which makes use of those resources, on mutually agreed terms, including 
technology protected by patents and other intellectual property rights, where necessary, through the provisions of 
Articles 20 and 21 and in accordance with international law and consistent with paragraphs 4 and 5 below.

4. Each Contracting Party shall take legislative, administrative or policy measures, as appropriate, with the aim that 
the private sector facilitates access to, joint development and transfer of technology referred to in paragraph 1 
above for the benefit of both governmental institutions and the private sector of developing countries and in this 
regard shall abide by the obligations included in paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 above.

5. The Contracting Parties, recognizing that patents and other intellectual property rights may have an influence on 
the implementation of this Convention, shall cooperate in this regard subject to national legislation and 
international law in order to ensure that such rights are supportive of and do not run counter to its objectives.

III/ What do « Science, Technical and Technology » mean

? 



TECHNICAL 

Aware of the general lack of information and knowledge regarding biological diversity and of the 
urgent need to develop scientific, technical and institutional capacities to provide the basic 
understanding upon which to plan and implement appropriate measures, (Pr. §7)

III/ What do « Science, Technical and Technology » mean

? 



III/ What do « Science, Technical and Technology » mean

? 

TECHNICAL 

Article 18. Technical and Scientific Cooperation

1. The Contracting Parties shall promote international technical and scientific cooperation in the field of 
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, where necessary, through the appropriate international 
and national institutions.

2. Each Contracting Party shall promote technical and scientific cooperation with other Contracting Parties, in 
particular developing countries, in implementing this Convention, inter alia, through the development and 
implementation of national policies. In promoting such cooperation, special attention should be given to the 
development and strengthening of national capabilities, by means of human resources development and 
institution building.

3. The Conference of the Parties, at its first meeting, shall determine how to establish a clearing-house mechanism 
to promote and facilitate technical and scientific cooperation.

4. The Contracting Parties shall, in accordance with national legislation and policies, encourage and develop 
methods of cooperation for the development and use of technologies, including indigenous and traditional 
technologies, in pursuance of the objectives of this Convention. For this purpose, the Contracting Parties shall also 
promote cooperation in the training of personnel and exchange of experts.

5. The Contracting Parties shall, subject to mutual agreement, promote the establishment of joint research 
programmes and joint ventures for the development of technologies relevant to the objectives of this 
Convention.
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Thank you for your attention!

Pierre Spielewoy pierre.spielewoy@mnhn.fr

Coming soon www.coop4cbd.eu Follow COOP4CBD

http://www.coop4cbd.eu/

