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Introduction to the Clearing House Mechanism 

(CHM)



The Clearing House Mechanism (CHM)

What is a Clearing-House?

• Various definitions:

• A central agency for the collection, classification, and distribution, especially of 

information; broadly: an informal channel for distributing information or assistance

• A central institution or agency for the collection, maintenance, and distribution of 

materials, information, etc.

• A central organization which collects and sends out information for other people or 

organizations.

○ → Information exchange services



The Clearing House Mechanism (CHM)

Decision X/15 on the CHM (COP10):

• Adopts the mission, goals & objectives for the period 2011-2020

Encourages Parties to:

• Continue to establish national CHM

• Contribute to cooperation initiatives for the CHM

• Include support for the CHM when requesting GEF Funding for NBSAPs

• Encourages Partners to contribute to the CHM network



The Clearing House Mechanism (CHM)

Decision X/15 on the CHM (COP10):

• To contribute significantly to the implementation of 

- the Convention on Biological Diversity 

- and the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 

• through 

- effective information services 

- and other appropriate means 

○ in order to promote and facilitate 

- scientific and technical cooperation, 

- knowledge sharing, 

- and information exchange,

○ and to establish a fully operational network of Parties and partners.



The Clearing House Mechanism (CHM)

Decision 15/16 on the CHM (COP15):

• Decides to extend the work programme of the clearing-house mechanism (2021-

2030)

• Requests the Informal Advisory Group on Technical and Scientific Cooperation to 

provide the Executive Secretary with advice on the development and 

implementation of the work programme for the clearing-house mechanism in 

support of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework

• Urges Parties to develop or upgrade their national clearing-house mechanism 

websites using the Bioland tool



Cooperation and the CHM



Cooperation and the CHM

Within the EU

• CHM Network between the MS and the associated countries (2000 – 2016 active)

• Yearly meetings

• Development of joint activities like “Spring is coming”

• Development of the CHM Portal Toolkit (2006 – 2018)

• Training to use the PTK

• 10-14 European Countries used it

• Development of the Target Checker Tool (TCT)

• Used by Commission, Swiss and Belgium for 5th and 6th national reports, Mid-

term report EU Strategy 2011-2020

• Further Development as DART (funding EU and Swiss)



Cooperation and the CHM

Other regions

• CHM Network

• ASEAN Region

• Francophone and Anglophone partner countries of Belgian Development 

cooperation

• Several regional meetings elsewhere on ad-hoc basis

• Use of the CHM Portal Toolkit

• > 50 countries received training and used it in different ways

• Use of the Target Checker Tool (TCT) and DART

• 14 countries used TCT

• DART used by several countries 



Cooperation and the CHM

Partners

• International organisations and networks

• UNEP-WCMC, 

• GBIF, 

• INFORMEA and others

• Sharing information and development of tools

• Integration of data in PTK toolkit and Bioland

• Compendia 

• Biobridge Initiative

• Mainly through funding of South-Korea

• Yearly calls 



Cooperation and the CHM

Global CHM

• CHM of the Secretariat of the Convention

https://chm.cbd.int

https://chm.cbd.int/


Cooperation and the CHM

Global CHM

• CHM of the Secretariat of the 

Convention

https://chm.cbd.int

• CHM network 

https://www.chm-cbd.net

• Biobridge Initiative hosted

https://chm.cbd.int/
https://www.chm-cbd.net/


National CHM web site



National CHM web site

● Decision 15/16 on the CHM (COP15):

● Urges Parties to develop or upgrade their national clearing-house mechanism websites 

using the Bioland tool

● Request to SCBD

○ 9b (iv) Development of Bioland instances for Parties that have not yet established a national 

clearing-house mechanism website, using the information provided on the respective country 

profile pages on the Convention website, for their review and further development; 

○ (v) Continuation of the award for national clearing-house mechanisms until 2030;



National CHM web site

Bioland sites

● Started as a follow up to the EU PTK sites

● Basic site with standard information as on CBD website prefilled see the decision text 

15/16 §9b iv)

○ Country profile

○ National reports for CBD (and the Protocols)

○ NBSAP (will be replaced by updated NBSAP)

○ Links to partner organisations



National CHM web site

Rob Hendriks r.j.j.hendriks@minlnv.nl

Kaisa Viira Kaisa.Viira@envir.ee

Jan Plesnik jan.plesnik@nature.cz

Diána Pácsonyi pacsonyi.diana@gmail.com

Regina Gonda regina.gonda@am.gov.hu

Marie Baeckelandt mbaeckelandt@naturalsciences.be

Sašo VÖRÖŠ saso.voros@gov.si

Jorge L. Ventocilla jventocilla@gmail.com

Han de Koeijer han.dekoeijer@naturalsciences.be

Katherine Jutting Katherine.jutting@defra.gov.uk

Rita Varga-Turos turrita75@yahoo.co.uk

Ari-Pekka Auvinen ari-pekka.auvinen@syke.fi

Pierre Spielewoy pierre.spielewoy@mnhn.fr

website

https://ee.test.chm-cbd.net/

https://cz.test.chm-cbd.net/

https://hu.test.chm-cbd.net/

https://hu.test.chm-cbd.net/

https://si.test.chm-cbd.net/

https://gb.test.chm-cbd.net/

https://hu.test.chm-cbd.net/

https://fi.test.chm-cbd.net/
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Thank you for your attention!

Han De Koeijer hdekoeijer@naturalsciences.be

www.coop4cbd.eu Follow COOP4CBD

http://www.coop4cbd.eu/

