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‘g}f\. Ecologically or Biologically Significant Marine Areas
"4,_-/?& Special places in the world's oceans

View Areas Meeting
the EBSA Criteria

All Regions

Arctic

Baltic Sea

Biack and Caspian Seas
East Asian Seas

Eastern Tropical and
Temperate Pacific

Mediterranean
North Pacific

North-East Indian Ocean

North-west Atlantic

North-West Indian Ocean and
Adjacent Guif Areas

South-Eastern Atlantic

Southem Indian Ocean

Western South Pacific

Wider Caribbean and Western
Mid-Atlantic




EBSA criteria

Seven criteria:
1) uniqueness, rarity, or notable presence;
2) special importance for life history stages of
species;
3) importance for threatened, endangered or
declining species and/or habitats;
4) vulnerability, fragility, sensitivity, or slow

recovery;

5) biological diversity; v ; <

6) naturalness and BrE- - 4{ ‘

7) biological productivity A Uuso Haapghiemi/Parks&WiIdlife Finland
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EBSA areas

ally or Biologically Significant Marine Areas

ces in the world’s oceans

BOUT EBSAs MEETINGS RESOURCES

e Regional workshops by the CBD

e Description of areas and
pO Iyg O nS Northern Mozambique Channel

The Northern Mozambique Channel can be presented as a homogeneous ecological biogeographic sub-unit
characterized by a strong dynamic of gyres and eddies contributing io the high connectivity between islands. The
current pattern linked to these eddies and gyres dynamics has led to the highest concentration of biodiversity in this
area of the WIO, also considered as the Coral Triangle of the WIO.

e Over 300 EBSAs described

Southemn Indian Ocean Details »
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EBSA areas: static vs. dynamic?

Evolving process: improvements and
updates with new evidence

Degrees Celsius

Global Sea-Surface Temperatures (60°S-60°N): 1982-2024

Data:

2023

Day of the Year

2.1_world2_sst_day.json

2024

© Eliot Jacobson

Global sea surface temperature
regional trend
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EBSASs for the Baltic Sea in 2018
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Adoption of EBSA criteria for

national applications:
87 EMMA areas for Finland
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Contents lists available at ScienceDirect
Marine Policy

journal homepage: www.elsevier.corm/locate/marpol

ELSEVIER

Full length article

Identifying ecologically valuable marine areas to support conservation and

spatial planning at scales relevant for decision making

Lauri M.J. Kuismanen ™ , Elina A. Virtanen ™", Juho Lappalainen ', Lasse Kurvinen*,

Penina Blankett ", Markku Viitasalo ”

* Finnish Environment Institute (Syke), Latokertanonkaari 11, 00790 Helsinki, Finland
* Finnish Natural History Miseum, University of Helsinki, Finland
© Metsihallitus Parks & Wildlife Finland, Finland

of the Natural Ministry of the Environment, Helsinki, Finland
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Finnish Inventory Programme for Underwater Marine

DlVerS|ty (VelmU) Inventory sites
I 124 - 3527
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S n = 170,000

Parks & Wildlife Finland
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Species distribution models

Macroplea pubipennis Occurrence probability

-a rare leaf beetle I High
in EU mainly occurring in Finland L
Field inventories T o e
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Identification of key areas of conservation importance

Biodiversity features (species, habitats, ecosystems)

»

Threats and stressors
Ecological connectivity
Impacts from sea use '

Evaluation, Gap Analysis, and Potential Expansion of the
Finnish Marine Protected Area Network

Zonation 5

ORIGINAL RESEARCH ARTICLE
Front. Mar. Sci., 08 November 2018 | https://doi.orgf10.3385/fmars 2018 00402

zﬁ Elina A. Virtanen=", . Markku Viitasalo-, Juho Lappalainen- and Atte Moilanen*

*Marine Research Centre, Finnish Environment Institute, Helsinki, Finlang
ZDepartment of Geosciences and Gecgraphy, University of Helsinki, Helsinki, Finland
*Finnich Natural History Museum, University of Helsinki, Helsinki. Finland
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Approaching 30 by 30

e Conservation areas
—> strict 10%
= 20% other protection

e Other Effective area-based
Conservation Measures (OECMS)

e Multi-use areas

e Marine spatial planning
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What should be taken into
account in identifying

ecologically or biologically
significant areas!?

Representative data, expert knowledge
and key tools (e.g. spatial prioritization)
to support the identification of areas of
importance for biodiversity

Conservation should not only
concentrate on achieving area-
based targets, but to

maximize benefits for biodiversity

The importance of scales: national,
regional vs. global conservation efforts



Thank you

Elina Virtanen
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