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Introduction and Background

● CBD Article 18: Technical and Scientific Cooperation 

○ … establish a clearing-house mechanism to promote and 

facilitate technical and scientific cooperation

● CBD Article 17: Exchange of Information 

○ Parties shall facilitate the exchange of information, from all publicly 

available sources

○ Such exchange of information shall include exchange of results of 

technical, scientific and socio-economic research, as well as 

information on training and surveying programmes, specialized 

knowledge, indigenous and traditional knowledge



Evolution of the CHM

● COP decision II/3: establish a pilot phase of the CHM for 1996–1997)

● Independent review of the CHM pilot phase (UNEP/CBD/COP/5/INF/2)

● First CHM strategic plan (1999–2004) and a longer-term programme of 

work (UNEP/CBD/COP/5/INF/4)

● Updated CHM strategic plan (2005-2010 and a programme of work up to 

2010 (decision VIII/11) 

● CHM Programme of Work in support of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 

2011–2020 (UNEP/CBD/COP/11/31), welcomed in decision XI/2. 

● CHM Programme of Work 2024-2030 – under development as requested 

by decision 15/16

https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/cop/cop-05/information/cop-05-inf-02-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/cop/cop-05/information/cop-05-inf-03-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/cop/cop-05/information/cop-05-inf-04-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-08/cop-08-dec-11-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/cop/cop-11/official/cop-11-31-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-11/cop-11-dec-02-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-15/cop-15-dec-16-en.pdf


Overview of the Central CHM 

● The first CHM strategic plan envisioned CHM as the primary tool for global 
cooperation and as an information network on biodiversity

● The primary goals were: 

○ Promotion and facilitation of technical and scientific cooperation (TSC); 

○ Development of a global mechanism for exchanging and integrating information 
on biodiversity; 

○ Development of a network of CHM focal points and their partners 

● The CHM was designed to:

○ promote and support cost-effective decision making and 

○ support the implementation of biodiversity-related initiatives; 

○ foster international cooperation; 

○ enhance the sharing of relevant technology, information and expertise; and 

○ promote linkages and synergies among global initiatives



Overview of the Central CHM 

● The updated strategic plan and PoW up to 2010 took into 
account the strengths and weaknesses identified during the 
second independent review of the CHM and sought to:

○ Clarify the role and nature of the CHM in facilitating TSC

○ Promote the development of non-web-based technologies to facilitate TSC while 

improving existing and developing new web-based technologies

○ Promote the development of technical capacity at the national level

○ Enhance mobilization of financial resources to implement and maintain the CHM

● The CHM PoW (2011-2020) defined the CHM mission as follows: 

○ "to contribute significantly to the implementation of the CBD and the Strategic 
Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, through effective information services and other 
appropriate means in order to promote and facilitate scientific and technical 
cooperation, knowledge sharing, and information exchange, and to establish a 
fully operational network of Parties and partners"



Overview of the Central CHM 

Key roles of the CHM:

● Acts as a “one-stop shop” to search for and share information relevant to the 

implementation  of the Convention and its Protocols: 

○ Gives users the ability to search documentation and information

○ Enables users to contribute up-to-date information in a transparent, neutral, efficient 

and user-friendly manner

● Enables users to analyse, integrate and visualize information and create new 

information products for various purposes

● Facilitates exchange of the experiences of Parties in implementing the Convention, 

including through discussion forums

● Facilitates matchmaking between countries that have technical and scientific needs 

with Parties or institutions that are able to provide the required technical support, tools  

and resources



CHM 
Portals

Central CHM Portal

ABS Clearing-House portal Biosafety-Clearing House portal



CHM 
Tools



The CHM and Complementary Tools and Initiatives

There are various tools, mechanisms 

and initiatives complementing the CHM 

in promoting and facilitating TSC and 

information exchange

• The Bio-Bridge Initiative

• The TSC mechanism comprising of 

regional/subregional support centres and a 

Global Coordination Entity (Decision 15/8)

• Bioland tool for national CHMs

• CBD Online Reporting Tool 

• The Data Reporting Tool (DaRT)

https://www.cbd.int/biobridge/
https://www.cbd.int/tsc/tscm/
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-15/cop-15-dec-08-en.pdf
https://www.chm-cbd.net/bioland-tool
https://chm.cbd.int/?_gl=1*sc0vk6*_ga*NzgzNDYzMjYyLjE1OTQ0MDkxNzU.*_ga_7S1TPRE7F5*MTY5OTU0MjY0NS4yNzUuMS4xNjk5NTQzMTQwLjE4LjAuMA..
https://dart.informea.org/
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Established by the Government of the Republic of Korea in 
October 2014 at COP12 (Paragraph 13, Decision XII/2)

Purpose:
o Catalyze and facilitate technical and scientific cooperation 

and technology transfer among Parties to the Convention 

and its Protocols.

o Contribute to implementation of the:

• Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and 

achievement of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets and of 

the NBSAPs:

• 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and 

SDGs.

The Bio-Bridge Initiative

How?

• Linking Parties that have specific technical and scientific needs with Parties or institutions that 

are able to provide the necessary technical support and resources to meet those needs through 

mutual partnerships; and

• Creating a space for countries and institutions to share knowledge, good practices and lessons 

learned with each other.



01
HELP DESK

To assist countries to articulate their needs 

and match them to a potential Provider(s).

02

WEB PLATFORM

A workspace to submit requests for 

assistance, express interest to offer technical 

assistance and register opportunities.

03
REGIONAL ROUNDTABLES

To catalyze new cooperation, facilitate 

sharing of experiences, showcasing results 

and identifying common needs.

Developed with feedback from countries in terms 
of what they will realistically use. 

Main BBI Tools and Support Mechanisms

0

4

SEED GRANTS

To support demonstration projects to 

showcase good examples of TSC.



A wide range of features to help 
Parties to request assistance, offer 
support and announce opportunities 
to catalyze technical and scientific 
cooperation.

BBI Web Platform under the Central CHM Portal



Bioland Tool for National CHMs 

● The Bioland Tool was developed by the CBD Secretariat as a 
turnkey solution that can be used by any country to rapidly 
establish a basic operational national CHM website

● Bioland v1 has been in production and servicing Parties since 
2017.

● A new design is being developed to upgrade the look-and-feel and 
add new features to the tool

○ Upgrade to reference the newly adopted KM-GBF.

○ Integration to CHM for centralized records

○ More focus on interoperability to partner platforms



Bioland Tool for National CHMs 

Layout of 

all the 

sections



Bioland Tool for National CHMs 

News and 

Updates 

from CHM 

and Party 

sources

Updated 

“mega-menu”



Link to 

different 

platforms

Link to 

different 

platforms

Technical and 

Scientific 

Cooperation (link 

with CBD BBI)

Link to CHM 

for National 

Targets

Projects

E-Learning

Discussion 

Forums



As  on 30th Sept.  2022

Number of parties with 

national CHM portals 
120

As on 30th Sept.  2023

Number of parties with 

national CHM portals 
146

Number of parties 

with national CHM 

portals

146

Many parties have yet to actively use newly setup Bioland based national CHM portals

National 

CHM Portal 

Status
Self Managed – Active 44

Self Managed – Non Active 36

On Bioland 12

Parties without National 

CHM Portal
75

Self Managed – Active 44

Self Managed – Non Active 36

On Bioland 28

Parties without National 

CHM Portal
49



Bioland

Updates-
Phase 2 

Early 

Wireframe

s



Bioland

Updates-
Phase 2 

Early 

Wireframe

s



Bioland

Updates-
Phase 2 

Early 

Wireframe

s

GEOBON 

Data
Panorama  

Data
iNaturalist 

Data



CHM 
Programme

of Work 

2024-2030

To develop and/or strengthen collaboration at global, regional and national levels

CHM PoW: 7 Goals, 30 Strategic Actions

To develop a mechanism to facilitate monitoring and reporting of the 

progress towards achievements of GBF goals and targets

To strengthen global and national systems for exchanging, integrating and 

visualizing information on biodiversity

To strengthen the capacity of national Clearing-House Mechanisms

To develop a biodiversity knowledge network of networks

A

B

C

D

E

F

G
To develop and operationalize tools, including a collaborative workspace, to 

facilitate the work of Parties in processes under the Convention.

To catalyze and facilitate matchmaking between Parties that have specific 

technical and scientific needs with Parties or institutions that are able to provide 

the necessary support.



CHM 
Programme

of Work 

2024-2030

Overview of the Strategic Actions

collaborative 

platforms A

learning and knowledge 

sharing events 

Communitie

s of Practice

Address technical and 

scientific needs and 

requests

B

Take stock of 

expertise, tools, 

technologies 

Facilitate 

matchmaking 

Identify, map, link, and 

promote existing 

matchmaking services

C

capacity to collate and 

analyze data and 

information 

access to and use of 

relevant tools and 

technologies

Target tracking 

implementation 
D

standards and protocols to access 

& share information and 

knowledge

controlled 

vocabularies

data sharing 

mechanisms

data 

visualisation 

tools

data and information

 governance systems 

E

institutional 

structures and 

processes

infrastructure

capacity to use 

modern digital 

technologies

G

Notification 

management 

system 

Enhance 

Decision 

tracking tool

F

Identify, map, and promote 

existing knowledge 

networks 

Strengthen structures and processes to 

link the existing knowledge networks 



CHM 
Programme

of Work 

2024-2030

Outcome B Strategic Actions

Matchmaking between 

Parties with specific 

technical and scientific 

needs and other Parties or 

institutions able to provide 

the necessary support is 

catalysed and facilitated.

1. Identify, prioritize and communicate 

biodiversity-related technical and scientific 

needs and requests for assistance.

2. Take stock of expertise, tools, technologies 

and other relevant technical and scientific 

assets that can be shared with Parties. 

3. Develop or strengthen matchmaking tools and 

services, including online platforms and round 

tables, to link Parties that need support with 

Parties and organizations that can provide it.

4. Identify, map, link and promote existing 

matchmaking services at the global, regional 

and national levels.



CHM 
Programme

of Work 

2024-2030

Outcome C Strategic Actions

A mechanism and tools to 

facilitate the monitoring and 

reporting of progress towards 

the achievement of the goals 

and targets of the Montreal-

Kunming Global Biodiversity 

Framework are developed.

1. Establish national mechanisms to collect data and 

information from different sources.

2. Develop national capacity to collate and analyse 

data and information related to biodiversity.

3. Facilitate access to and the use by Parties of 

relevant tools and technology, such as the Data 

Reporting Tool (DaRT) and the United Nations 

Information Portal on Multilateral Environmental 

Agreements (InforMEA), to collect, organize and 

share information.

4. Strengthen national coordination and collaboration 

mechanisms for monitoring the implementation of 

the national biodiversity strategies and action 

plans.

5. Develop and maintain, through the central 

clearing-house portal, tools to enable Parties to 

upload, analyse, visualize and report progress in 

the achievement of the GBF goals and targets 



CHM 
Programme

of Work 

2024-2030

Outcome D Strategic Actions

Global and national systems for 

exchanging, integrating and 

visualizing information on 

biodiversity are strengthened.

1. Develop templates for collecting, organizing and sharing 

information and metadata to standardize the structure and 

organization of the information.

2. Strengthen the standards and protocols for gaining access to 

and sharing information and knowledge made available 

through global and national information systems.

3. Develop or modify taxonomies and controlled vocabularies to 

facilitate knowledge-sharing in a consistent and standardized 

manner.

4. Establish or strengthen data-sharing mechanisms, including 

the application programming interface, to facilitate 

interoperability.

5. Develop data visualization tools, such as dashboards and 

interactive maps, to present complex information in easy-to-

understand formats and to elicit actionable insight.

6. Develop or strengthen national data and information 

governance systems to facilitate data management, access 

and use by decision makers, practitioners & the general public



CHM 
Programme

of Work 

2024-2030

Outcome E Strategic Actions

The capacity of national 

clearing-house mechanisms is 

strengthened

1. Establish or strengthen institutional structures for 

national clearing-house mechanisms, including national 

focal points, multi-stakeholder coordination bodies, 

networks and systems for collaboration.

2. Establish institutional processes, including standard 

operating procedures, protocols and modalities of 

operation, to guide the work of national clearing-house 

mechanisms.

3. Develop or strengthen infrastructure for national 

CHMs, including information technology, resources 

and Internet connectivity.

4. Further develop national clearing-house mechanism

portals using the Bioland tool and other solutions in

response to the needs of users and relevant

technological developments.

5. Develop or strengthen capacity to use modern digital 

technology, including natural language processing, 

machine learning and artificial intelligence.



CHM 
Programme

of Work 

2024-2030

Outcome F Strategic Actions

A biodiversity knowledge network of 

networks is established.
1. Identify, map and promote existing knowledge networks 

related to biodiversity and related fields. 

2. Establish structures and processes to link the existing 

knowledge networks to, inter alia, facilitate cross-disciplinary 

interactions, leverage expertise from diverse networks and 

promote the exchange of ideas.

3. Monitor and evaluate the effectiveness and impact of the 

network of knowledge networks.



CHM 
Programme

of Work 

2024-2030

Outcome G Strategic Actions

Tools, including a collaborative 

workspace, to facilitate the 

work of Parties in processes 

under the Convention are 

developed and operationalized.

1. Develop tools, including dashboards, to allow national 

focal points (and other national authorized users), from 

each Party to manage their responses to notifications 

issued by the Secretariat, including invitations to 

submit views, nominate participants and to peer-review 

documents. 

2. Enhance the decision tracking tool to allow Parties and 

others, as requested by the Conference of the Parties, 

to report on progress towards the implementation of 

the decisions adopted by the Conference of the 

Parties.



CHM 
Programme

of Work 

2024-2030

Outcomes Strategic Actions KPIs



Thank you for your attention!

Erie Tamale erie.tamale@un.org

www.coop4cbd.eu Follow COOP4CBD

http://www.coop4cbd.eu/

	Slide 1: The CBD Clearing-House Mechanism and its linkage with the Bio-Bridge Initiative
	Slide 2: Introduction and Background
	Slide 3: Evolution of the CHM
	Slide 4: Overview of the Central CHM 
	Slide 5: Overview of the Central CHM 
	Slide 6: Overview of the Central CHM 
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: The CHM and Complementary Tools and Initiatives
	Slide 10: The Bio-Bridge Initiative 
	Slide 11: Main BBI Tools and Support Mechanisms
	Slide 12: BBI Web Platform under the Central CHM Portal
	Slide 13: Bioland Tool for National CHMs 
	Slide 14: Bioland Tool for National CHMs 
	Slide 15: Bioland Tool for National CHMs 
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30: Thank you for your attention!

