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Section 1. Framework 

of the CBD’s Technical

and Scientific 

Cooperation processes

and mechanisms



I/ CBD’s Technical and Cooperation Key 

Definitions



I/ CBD’s Technical and Cooperation Key definitions

What is Technical and Scientific Cooperation ? 

Technical and 

Scientific Cooperation 

(cbd.int)

As a reminder

Article 16 

technology 

transfer 

Article 17 

exchange of 

informations

Article 18 

technical and 

scientific 

cooperation

https://www.cbd.int/tsc/


I/ CBD’s Technical and Cooperation Key definitions

Article 18. Technical and Scientific Cooperation
1. The Contracting Parties shall promote international technical and scientific cooperation in the field of conservation and 
sustainable use of biological diversity, where necessary, through the appropriate international and national institutions.

2. Each Contracting Party shall promote technical and scientific cooperation with other Contracting Parties, in particular 
developing countries, in implementing this Convention, inter alia, through the development and implementation of national 
policies. In promoting such cooperation, special attention should be given to the development and strengthening of national 
capabilities, by means of human resources development and institution building.

3. The Conference of the Parties, at its first meeting, shall determine how to establish a clearing-house mechanism to 
promote and facilitate technical and scientific cooperation.

4. The Contracting Parties shall, in accordance with national legislation and policies, encourage and develop methods of 
cooperation for the development and use of technologies, including indigenous and traditional technologies, in pursuance 
of the objectives of this Convention. For this purpose, the Contracting Parties shall also promote cooperation in the training 
of personnel and exchange of experts.

5. The Contracting Parties shall, subject to mutual agreement, promote the establishment of joint research programmes and 
joint ventures for the development of technologies relevant to the objectives of this Convention.

Strengthening 

capabilities

Training of 

personnel and 

exchange of 

experts 

Joint research 

programme and 

development of 

technologies

What is Technical and Scientific Cooperation ? 

Establishing 

a CHM



What are Science and Technique ? 



Article 17. Exchange of Information

1. The Contracting Parties shall facilitate the exchange of information, from all publicly available 

sources, relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, taking into 

account the special needs of developing countries.

2. Such exchange of information shall include exchange of results of technical, scientific and 

socio-economic research, as well as information on training and surveying programmes, 

specialized knowledge, indigenous and traditional knowledge as such and in combination with the 

technologies referred to in Article 16, paragraph 1. It shall also, where feasible, include repatriation 

of information.

I/ CBD’s Technical and Cooperation Key definitions

Knowledge ? Capacity ? 



Article 12. Research and Training

The Contracting Parties, taking into account the special needs of developing countries, shall:

(a) Establish and maintain programmes for scientific and technical education and training in 

measures for the identification, conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity and its 

components and provide support for such education and training for the specific needs of 

developing countries;

(b) Promote and encourage research which contributes to the conservation and sustainable use of 

biological diversity, particularly in developing countries, inter alia, in accordance with decisions of 

the Conference of the Parties taken in consequence of recommendations of the Subsidiary Body on 

Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice; and

c) In keeping with the provisions of Articles 16, 18 and 20, promote and cooperate in the use of 

scientific advances in biological diversity research in developing methods for conservation and 

sustainable use of biological resources

I/ CBD’s Technical and Cooperation Key definitions

Research ? 



Article 16. Access to and Transfer of technology

1. Each Contracting Party, recognizing that technology includes biotechnology, and that both access to and transfer of technology among 
Contracting Parties are essential elements for the attainment of the objectives of this Convention, undertakes subject to the provisions of this 
Article to provide and/or facilitate access for and transfer to other Contracting Parties of technologies that are relevant to the conservation and 
sustainable use of biological diversity or make use of genetic resources and do not cause significant damage to the environment.

2. Access to and transfer of technology referred to in paragraph 1 above to developing countries shall be provided and/or facilitated under 
fair and most favourable terms, including on concessional and preferential terms where mutually agreed, and, where necessary, in accordance 
with the financial mechanism established by Articles 20 and 21. In the case of technology subject to patents and other intellectual property 
rights, such access and transfer shall be provided on terms which recognize and are consistent with the adequate and effective protection of 
intellectual property rights. The application of this paragraph shall be consistent with paragraphs 3, 4 and 5 below.

3. Each Contracting Party shall take legislative, administrative or policy measures, as appropriate, with the aim that Contracting Parties, in 
particular those that are developing countries, which provide genetic resources are provided access to and transfer of technology which makes 
use of those resources, on mutually agreed terms, including technology protected by patents and other intellectual property rights, where 
necessary, through the provisions of Articles 20 and 21 and in accordance with international law and consistent with paragraphs 4 and 5 below.

4. Each Contracting Party shall take legislative, administrative or policy measures, as appropriate, with the aim that the private sector facilitates 
access to, joint development and transfer of technology referred to in paragraph 1 above for the benefit of both governmental institutions and 
the private sector of developing countries and in this regard shall abide by the obligations included in paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 above.

5. The Contracting Parties, recognizing that patents and other intellectual property rights may have an influence on the implementation of this 
Convention, shall cooperate in this regard subject to national legislation and international law in order to ensure that such rights are supportive 
of and do not run counter to its objectives.

I/ CBD’s Technical and Cooperation Key definitions

Technology?



I/ CBD’s Technical and Cooperation Key definitions

Technology ? 

"Technology" includes biotechnology.

"Biotechnology" means any technological application that uses 
biological systems, living organisms, or derivatives thereof, to 
make or modify
(article 2, use of terms)



What is Cooperation ? 



I/ CBD’s Technical and Cooperation Key definitions

Article 5. Cooperation

Each Contracting Party shall, as far as possible and as appropriate, cooperate with other 

Contracting Parties, directly or, where appropriate, through competent international 

organizations, in respect of areas beyond national jurisdiction and on other matters of mutual 

interest, for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity.



I/ CBD’s Technical and Cooperation Key definitions

Capacity 

Building/Developme

nt ?



Article 16. Access to and Transfer of technology

1. Each Contracting Party, recognizing that technology includes biotechnology, and that both access to and transfer of technology among 
Contracting Parties are essential elements for the attainment of the objectives of this Convention, undertakes subject to the provisions of this 
Article to provide and/or facilitate access for and transfer to other Contracting Parties of technologies that are relevant to the conservation and 
sustainable use of biological diversity or make use of genetic resources and do not cause significant damage to the environment.

2. Access to and transfer of technology referred to in paragraph 1 above to developing countries shall be provided and/or facilitated under 
fair and most favourable terms, including on concessional and preferential terms where mutually agreed, and, where necessary, in accordance 
with the financial mechanism established by Articles 20 and 21. In the case of technology subject to patents and other intellectual property 
rights, such access and transfer shall be provided on terms which recognize and are consistent with the adequate and effective protection of 
intellectual property rights. The application of this paragraph shall be consistent with paragraphs 3, 4 and 5 below.

3. Each Contracting Party shall take legislative, administrative or policy measures, as appropriate, with the aim that Contracting Parties, in 
particular those that are developing countries, which provide genetic resources are provided access to and transfer of technology which makes 
use of those resources, on mutually agreed terms, including technology protected by patents and other intellectual property rights, where 
necessary, through the provisions of Articles 20 and 21 and in accordance with international law and consistent with paragraphs 4 and 5 below.

4. Each Contracting Party shall take legislative, administrative or policy measures, as appropriate, with the aim that the private sector facilitates 
access to, joint development and transfer of technology referred to in paragraph 1 above for the benefit of both governmental institutions and 
the private sector of developing countries and in this regard shall abide by the obligations included in paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 above.

5. The Contracting Parties, recognizing that patents and other intellectual property rights may have an influence on the implementation of this 
Convention, shall cooperate in this regard subject to national legislation and international law in order to ensure that such rights are supportive 
of and do not run counter to its objectives.

I/ CBD’s Technical and Cooperation Key definitions

Technology transfer ?



I/ CBD’s Technical and Cooperation Key definitions

What is Technology Transfer ? 

Technology Transfer (cbd.int)

https://www.cbd.int/tech-transfer/


Article 13. Public Education and Awareness

The Contracting Parties shall:

(a) Promote and encourage understanding of the importance of, and the measures required for, 

the conservation of biological diversity, as well as its propagation through media, and the inclusion 

of these topics in educational programmes; and

(b) Cooperate, as appropriate, with other States and international organizations in developing 

educational and public awareness programmes, with respect to conservation and sustainable use 

of biological diversity.

I/ CBD’s Technical and Cooperation Key definitions

Education and promotion ?



To summarise…



I/ CBD’s Technical and Cooperation Key definitions

Science and technique  Information, Capacity, Research, Technology

Cooperation Capacity Building, Transfer of Technology, Promotion

Relationship, 

Exchange 

Knowledges, Techniques.. 



II/ CBD’s Technical and Scientific Cooperation 

Key Decisions



II/ CBD’s Technical and Scientific Cooperation Key 

Decisions

Decision I/3 Clearing-House Mechanism and scientific cooperation

The CHM is the 

central tool of the 

TSC



II/ CBD’s Technical and Scientific Cooperation Key 

Decisions

COP II

Decision II/1

Report of the First 

Meeting of the 

Subsidiary Body On 

Scientific, Technical 

And Technological 

Advice

Decision II/2

Publication and distribution 

of scientific and technical 

information

Decision II/3

Clearing-house 

Mechanism

Decision II/4

Ways and means to 

promote and facilitate 

access to, and transfer 

and development of 

technology

The two subjects 

are divided
First mention 

of a GBO

Launch of a pilot 

phase

Ask Parties and 

observers for 

inputs 

https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=7074
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=7075
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=7076
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=7077


II/ CBD’s Technical and Scientific Cooperation Key 

Decisions

COP III

Decision III/4

Clearing-House mechanism to promote and facilitate 

technical and scientific cooperation

Decision III/16

Ways to promote and facilitate access to and 

transfer and development of technology, as 

envisaged in Articles 16 and 8 of the Convention

Set-up Phase

The CHM started to be 

implemented, first assessment of 

the pilot phase, and question of 

the need to focus it on the 

Convention implementation 

The COP link the topic with 

the issues of benefit sharing

Much more 

political..

https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=7100
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=7112


II/ CBD’s Technical and Scientific Cooperation Key 

Decisions

COP IV

Decision IV/1

Report and recommendations of the third meeting of 

the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and 

Technological Advice, and instructions by the 

Conference of the Parties to the Subsidiary Body on 

Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice

Decision IV/2

Review of the operations of the clearing-house 

mechanism

First mention of the GTI : 

an example of TSC 

programme

Call for 

regional/national CHM 

implementation

https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=7124
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=7125


II/ CBD’s Technical and Scientific Cooperation Key 

Decisions

COP V

Decision V/9

Global 

Taxonomy 

Initiative: 

implementation 

and further 

advance of the 

Suggestions for 

Action

Decision V/10

Global strategy for plant 

conservation

Decision V/14

Scientific and technical 

cooperation and the 

clearing-house 

mechanism (Article 18)

Decision V/17

Education and public 

awareness

First mention of the GSPC, an other 

example of TSC programme

Strategic plan of the CHM becomes a 

component of the Strategic Plan of the 

Convention + CHM IAC Implemented

Invites Parties, Governments, organizations and 
institutions to support capacity-building for 
education and communication in biological 
diversity as part of their national biodiversity 
strategies and action plans

https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=7151
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=7152
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=7156
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=7159


II/ CBD’s Technical and Scientific Cooperation Key 

Decisions

COP VI

Decision VI/8

Global Taxonomy

Initiative

Decision VI/9

Global Strategy for Plant 

Conservation

Decision VI/18

Scientific and technical 

cooperation and the clearing-

house mechanism

Decision VI/19

Communication, 

education and 

public awareness

1.Requests the Executive Secretary to commission a review to 
assess the current and potential role of the clearing-house 
mechanism in promoting technical and scientific cooperation, 
including its role in facilitating the transfer of technology and 
know-how and capacity-building to support implementation of 
the Convention at the national level, and to report on this 
review to the Conference of the Parties at its seventh meeting;

The two 

subjects are 

reunited..

Adopts the Global 
Initiative on Education 
and Public Awareness;
NO mention of CHM

https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=7182
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=7183
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=7192
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=7193


II/ CBD’s Technical and Scientific Cooperation Key 

Decisions

COP VII

Decision VII/9

Global 

Taxonomy 

Initiative

Decision VII/10

Global Strategy for 

Plant Conservation

Decision VII/23

Scientific and technical 

cooperation and the 

clearing-house 

mechanism (Article 18, 

paragraph 3)

Decision VII/24

Education and public 

awareness (article 

13)

Decision VII/29

Transfer of 

technology and 

technology 

cooperation 

(Articles 16 to 

19)

Calls for NFP 

nominations + 

Development of 

regional portal toolkits

Adopts the programme of work on 
technology transfer and cooperation. 
CHM + CHM National nodes have been 
recognized as key in that process

Link with GBO. 

NO mention of 

CHM

https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=7746
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=7747
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=7760
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=7761
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=7766


II/ CBD’s Technical and Scientific Cooperation Key 

Decisions

COP VIII

Decision VIII/3

Global Taxonomy 

Initiative: in-depth 

review of the 

implementation of 

the programme of 

work for the 

Global Taxonomy 

Initiative

Decision VIII/6

Global Initiative on 

Communication, 

Education and Public 

Awareness: overview of 

implementation of the 

programme of work and 

options to advance future 

work

Decision VIII/7

Global Biodiversity 

Outlook

Decision VIII/11

Scientific and 

technical 

cooperation and the 

clearing-house 

mechanism

Decision VIII

/12

Technology 

transfer and 

cooperation 

(Articles 16 

to 19)

Still NO 

mention of 

CHM

Adoption of the CHM 

strategic plan + 

Programme of Work 

2005-2010

10. Invites Parties, and requests the Executive Secretary, 
to carry out activities for the enhancement of the clearing-
house mechanism as a key mechanism in technology 
transfer and technological and scientific cooperation;

https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=11015
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=11018
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=11019
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=11025
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=11026


II/ CBD’s Technical and Scientific Cooperation Key 

Decisions

COP IX

Decision IX/3

Global strategy 

for plant 

conservation

Decision IX/10

Preparation of 

the third edition 

of the Global 

Biodiversity 

Outlook

Decision IX/14

Technology 

transfer and 

cooperation

Decision IX/22

The Global 

Taxonomy 

Initiative: matters 

arising from 

decision VIII/3, 

including the 

development of 

outcome-oriented 

deliverables

Decision IX/30

Scientific and 

technical 

cooperation and 

the clearing-

house 

mechanism

Decision IX/32
Communication, 
education and 
public awareness 
(CEPA)

Takes note of the strategy for the practical implementation of the programme of 
work on technology transfer and scientific and technological cooperation 
developed by the Expert Group as annexed to the present decision, as a 
preliminary basis for concrete activities by Parties and international organizations;

Encourages the development of capacity 

building tools for the implementation of the 

National CHM

https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=11646
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=11653
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=11657
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=11665
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=11673
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=11675


II/ CBD’s Technical and Scientific Cooperation Key 

Decisions
II.CONCEPTUALIZING AND DEFINING TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER AND SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL COOPERATION
4.It is important to recognize the crucial links between technology transfer and scientific and technological cooperation – the two elements addressed by the programme of 
work. Technology transfer, in particular in the context of the third objective of the Convention, will not be effective as an on-off and one-way activity, but needs to be 
embedded in a participatory decision-making process as well as in integrated, long-term scientific and technological cooperation, which may involve the joint development 
of new technologies and, as based on reciprocity, would also provide a key mechanism for the effective building or enhancement of capacity in developing countries and 
countries with economies in transition.

5.The concrete process leading to technology transfer, as well as the cooperative mechanisms applied, will necessarily differ in accordance with the largely varying socio-
economic and cultural conditions among countries, as well as the type of technologies transferred. Hence, this process needs to be flexible, participatory, and demand-driven, 
moving along different cells of matrices of potential types of technologies and cooperative mechanisms.

6.The concept of technology as generally understood under the Convention includes both “hard” and “soft” technology. The notion of hard technology refers to the actual 
machinery and other physical hardware that is transferred, while the category of soft technology refers to technological information or know-how. Such “soft” technology is 
often transferred within long-term scientific and technological cooperation including though joint research and innovation which move ideas from invention to new products, 
processes and services.

7.Consistent with the programme of work, local solutions to local issues should be identified and their transfer and use facilitated, as the most innovative solutions are often 
developed locally, but remain unknown to the a wider community of potential users even though they could be transferred comparatively easily.

8.Strategic activities can be distinguished according to whether they focus on fostering the provision of technologies or on the reception, adaptation and diffusion of 
technologies. While many countries may be mainly providing or mainly receiving technologies, it has to be borne in mind that individual countries may sometimes 
simultaneously provide and receive technologies from abroad. The programme of work recognizes that enabling environments are necessary in both developed and developing 
countries as a tool to promote and facilitate the successful and sustainable transfer of technologies for the purpose of the Convention on Biological Diversity. Consequently, the 
strategic elements identified below cover measures to be taken both on the providing as well as on the receiving end.

9.Development of a strategy for implementing the programme of work on technology transfer and scientific and technological cooperation suggests applying a rational, 
structured approach. However, the reality of effective technology transfer is to take advantage of opportunities as they arise, implying that the implementation of the strategy 
should not delay the immediate transfer of relevant technologies in those cases where technology needs and opportunities are identified and the institutional, administrative, 
policy and legal environment does not prevent their successful transfer and adaptation.

Annex of Decision IX/14

https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=11657


II/ CBD’s Technical and Scientific Cooperation Key 

Decisions

COP X

Decision X/4

Third edition of 

the Global 

Biodiversity 

Outlook: 

implications for 

the future 

implementatio

n of the 

Convention

Decision X/11

Science-policy 

interface on 

biodiversity, 

ecosystem 

services and 

human well-

being and 

consideration of 

the outcome of 

the 

intergovernment

al meetings

Decision X/15

Scientific and 

technical 

cooperation and 

the clearing-house 

mechanism

Decision X/16

Technology 

transfer and 

cooperation

Decision X/17

Consolidated 

update of the 

Global Strategy 

for Plant 

Conservation 

2011-2020

Decision X/39

Global 

Taxonomy 

Initiative

First mention of 

IPBES Adopts missions, goals and 

objectives for the CHM 2011-2020

Recognizing the potential contribution of a Biodiversity Technology 
Initiative (BTI) to promoting and supporting the effective access to and 
transfer of relevant technology among Parties to the Convention

https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=12270
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=12277
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=12281
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=12282
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=12283
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=12305


II/ CBD’s Technical and Scientific Cooperation Key 

Decisions

COP XI

Decision XI/2

Review of progress in implementation of national 

biodiversity strategies and action plans and related 

capacity-building support to Parties

Decision XI/29

Global Taxonomy Initiative

Welcomes the work programme

for the clearing-house mechanism 

in support of the Strategic Plan for 

Biodiversity 2011-2020

(UNEP/CBD/COP/11/31)

https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=13163
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=13190


II/ CBD’s Technical and Scientific Cooperation Key 

Decisions

COP XII

Decision XII/2

Review of progress in providing support in 

implementing the objectives of the Convention and the 

Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, and 

enhancement of capacity-building, technical and 

scientific cooperation and other initiatives to assist 

implementation

Decision XII/25

Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on 

Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services

Capacity Building and 

TSC

Emergence of a new vocabulary

The decision is about implementation and includes (mentioned 

successively in this order) 1.capacity building, 2.technical and 

scientific cooperation and technology transfer, as well as 3.clearing 

house mechanism and 4. communication and awareness 

https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=13365
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=13388


II/ CBD’s Technical and Scientific Cooperation Key 

Decisions

COP XIII

Decision XIII/23

Capacity-building, technical 

and scientific cooperation, 

technology transfer and the 

clearing-house mechanism

Decision XIII/29

Global Biodiversity Outlook and 

Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform 

on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services

Decision XIII/31

Key scientific and technical 

needs related to the 

implementation of the Strategic 

Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 

and related research

Capacity Building and 

TSC

Emergence of a new vocabulary

Adopts the Short-term Action Plan (2017-2020) to 

Enhance and Support Capacity-Building for the 

Implementation of the Convention and its Protocols

https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=13505
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=13511
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=13513


II/ CBD’s Technical and Scientific Cooperation Key 

Decisions

COP XIV

Decision XIV/24

Capacity-building and technical and 

scientific cooperation

Decision XIV/25

Knowledge management under the 

Convention and its Protocols

Decision XIV/35

Global Biodiversity Outlook

Knowledge 

Management

Emergence of a new vocabulary

Recognizing the need to collect, organize and share biodiversity 

knowledge and experience, including traditional knowledge, to facilitate and 

support enhanced implementation of the Convention and its Protocols, 

Recognizing the need for open access data and open source tools which 

are a requirement for any effective knowledge management, especially in 

developing countries, 

Emphasizing the need to strengthen coherence and integration between 

the clearing-house mechanism of the Convention, the Biosafety Clearing-

House and the Access and Benefit-sharing Clearing-House

Proposition of a long-term 

strategic framework for capacity-

building beyond 2020

https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=13665
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=13664
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=13669


II/ CBD’s Technical and Scientific Cooperation Key 

Decisions

COP XV

Decision XV/8

Capacity-building and development and technical and 

scientific cooperation

Decision XV/16

Knowledge management and the clearing-house 

mechanism

Affirming the need to align all capacity-

building and development, technical and 

scientific cooperation and technology 

transfer activities with the Kunming-

Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework 

and related decisions and strategies,

Also decides to establish a mechanism 

comprising a network of regional, and/or 

additional subregional technical and 

scientific cooperation support centre

Further development of 

bioland tool + further guidance 

to NFPs

https://www.cbd.int/decisions/cop/?m=cop-15
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/cop/?m=cop-15


III/ CBD’s Technical and Scientific Cooperation 

Key Actors and Mechanisms



III/ CBD’s Technical and Scientific Cooperation Key actors

and mechanisms

Actors 

The Secretariat



III/ CBD’s Technical and Scientific Cooperation Key actors

and mechanisms

Actors 

Consortium of Scientific Partners Consortium of Scientific 

Partners on Biodiversity (cbd.int)

CHM and network of national CHMs

Parties and Scientific institutions

https://www.cbd.int/cooperation/csp/


III/ CBD’s Technical and Scientific Cooperation Key actors

and mechanisms

Mechanisms implemented by CBD

CHM Clearing-House Mechanism (cbd.int)

GBO Global Biodiversity Outlook (GBO) (cbd.int)

GTI Global Taxonomy Initiative (cbd.int)

GPP Global Strategy for Plant Conservation (cbd.int)

Bio Bridge Initiative // Bio-Cap // Knowledge Fairs

Technical and Scientific Cooperation (cbd.int)

…

https://www.cbd.int/chm/
https://www.cbd.int/gbo/
https://www.cbd.int/gti/
https://www.cbd.int/gspc/
https://www.cbd.int/tsc/


III/ CBD’s Technical and Scientific Cooperation Key actors

and mechanisms

Mechanisms in cooperation with CBD

Global Biodiversity Knowledge Support Service Global Knowledge Support 
Service for Biodiversity (chm-cbd.net)

GBIF GBIF

UNEP-WCMC UNEP-WCMC

DaRT DaRT (informea.org)

…

https://gkssb.chm-cbd.net/
https://www.gbif.org/
https://www.unep-wcmc.org/en
https://dart.informea.org/


III/ CBD’s Technical and Scientific Cooperation Key actors

and mechanisms

After COP15 (Decision XV/8): 

A new mechanism : network of regional and/or subregional support 

centres to be coordinated at the global level by a coordination entity 

(Annex II) 

A new Informal Advisory Group on technical and scientific 

cooperation, technology transfer, capacity building and development, 

knowledge management and the clearing house mechanism in support of 

the KM GBF (Annex III) Informal Advisory Group on Technical and 

Scientific Cooperation (cbd.int)

https://www.cbd.int/tsc/tsc-iag/


So, finally.. What is CBD’s Technical and 

Scientific cooperation ? 



What is Technical and Scientific Cooperation ? 

Technical and 

Scientific Cooperation 

(cbd.int)

As a reminder

Article 16 

technology 

transfer 

Article 17 

exchange of 

informations

Article 18 

technical and 

scientific 

cooperation

https://www.cbd.int/tsc/


What is Technical and Scientific cooperation ?

Technical and 

Scientific Cooperation 

(cbd.int)

Capacity 

building/ 

exchange of 

informations

Exhange of 

informations/ 

promotion

Transfer of 

technology

https://www.cbd.int/tsc/


What is technical and scientific cooperation ?

Technical and 

Scientific Cooperation 

(cbd.int)
At what stage of 

the CBD process 

? 

Is it before or after 

implementation ? 

https://www.cbd.int/tsc/


What the role of TSC in the CBD process ? 

Technical and 

Scientific 

Cooperation 

Decision Making

Science Policy 

interface 

Exchange of 

informations + 

Increasing 

capabilities = More 

knowledges 

Implementation

feeds



What the role of TSC in the CBD process ? 

Implementation

Technical and 

Scientific 

cooperation

Implementation 

process

Exchange of 

informations + 

Increasing capabilities 

= implementation 

much better managed

Implementation

needs

Decision making



Section 2. The Clearing 

House Mechanism and 

its link with TSC 

processes and 

mechanisms



I/ CBD’s decisions on the CHM



I/ CBD’s decisions on the CHM

Article 18 

“3. The Conference of the Parties, at its first meeting, shall determine how to establish a clearing-

house mechanism to promote and facilitate technical and scientific cooperationn.”

Reminder



I/ CBD’s decisions on the CHM

Decision I/3 Clearing-House Mechanism and scientific cooperation

The CHM is the 

central tool of the 

TSC



I/ CBD’s decisions on the CHM

Decision II/3

Clearing-house 

Mechanism

Decision III/4

Clearing-House 

mechanism to promote 

and facilitate technical 

and scientific 

cooperation

Decision IV/2

Review of the operations of 

the clearing-house 

mechanism

Decision V/14

Scientific and technical 

cooperation and the 

clearing-house 

mechanism (Article 18)

Launch of a pilot 

phase

The CHM started to be 

implemented, first 

assessment of the pilot 

phase, and question of the 

need to focus it on the 

Convention 

implementation 

Call for 

regional/national 

CHM 

implementation

Strategic plan of the CHM 

becomes a component of the 

Strategic Plan of the 

Convention + CHM IAC 

Implemented

https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=7076
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=7100
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=7125
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=7156


I/ CBD’s decisions on the CHM

Decision VI/18

Scientific and 

technical 

cooperation and 

the clearing-house 

mechanism

Decision VII/23

Scientific and technical 

cooperation and the 

clearing-house 

mechanism (Article 18, 

paragraph 3)

Decision VIII/11

Scientific and technical 

cooperation and the 

clearing-house mechanism

Decision IX/30

Scientific and technical 

cooperation and the 

clearing-house 

mechanism

Requests the Executive Secretary to commission a review to assess the 

current and potential role of the clearing-house mechanism in 

promoting technical and scientific cooperation, including its role in 

facilitating the transfer of technology and know-how and capacity-building 

to support implementation of the Convention at the national level

Calls for NFP 

nominations + 

Development of 

regional portal toolkits

Adoption of the CHM 

strategic plan + 

Programme of Work 

2005-2010

Encourages the development of 

capacity building tools for the 

implementation of the National 

CHM

https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=7192
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=7760
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=11025
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=11673


I/ CBD’s decisions on the CHM

Decision X/15

Scientific and 

technical 

cooperation and 

the clearing-house 

mechanism

Decision XII/2

Review of progress in providing 

support in implementing the 

objectives of the Convention 

and the Strategic Plan for 

Biodiversity 2011-2020, and 

enhancement of capacity-

building, technical and scientific 

cooperation and other initiatives 

to assist implementation

Decision XIII/23

Capacity-building, 

technical and scientific 

cooperation, 

technology transfer 

and the clearing-house 

mechanism

Decision XV/16

Knowledge 

management and the 

clearing-house 

mechanism

Adopts missions, goals 

and objectives for the 

CHM 2011-2020

Contents needs to be 

linked with GSPB, 

interoperability within 

national CHMs, and other 

tools like Informea is 

requested

Mention of an updated 

web strategy prepared by 

the Secretariat

Further development of 

bioland tool + further 

guidance to NFPs

https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=12281
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=13365
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=13505
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/cop/?m=cop-15


II/ The CHM in the CBD’s TSC Framework



I/ CBD’s decisions on the CHM

Decision VIII/11

CHM strategic plan 

+ Programme of 

Work 2005-2010

https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=11025


I/ CBD’s decisions on the CHM

Decision X/15

Missions, goals 

and objectives 

for the CHM 

2011-2020

https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=12281


II/ The CHM in the CBD’s TSC framework

Clearing-House Mechanism (cbd.int)

https://www.cbd.int/chm


II/ The CHM in the CBD’s TSC framework

CHM is 

crossing 

different 

type of 

activities

Olivier De Munck (former CBD CHM 

Officer), capacity building materials

Available at Guidance (cbd.int)

https://www.cbd.int/chm/guidance/


II/ The CHM in the CBD’s TSC framework

What outlined in 

yellow could be 

directly linked to 

the CHM’s 

information 

focus

Olivier De Munck (former CBD CHM 

Officer), capacity building materials

Available at Guidance (cbd.int)

https://www.cbd.int/chm/guidance/


II/ The CHM in the CBD’s TSC framework

Is the CHM : 

• An information services tool ? 

• A reporting tool ? 

• A cooperation tool ? 

• All of this at the same time ? 



III/ The role and the environment of a CHM NFP



III/ the role and the environment of a national NFP

A2-TRAIN-ROLE-NFP-v2-2009-02-19 (cbd.int)

https://www.cbd.int/doc/training/nbsap/a2-train-role-nfp-v2-2009-02-en.pdf


III/ the role and the environment of a national NFP

Working 

environment of 

CHM NFP



III/ the role and the environment of a national NFP

Olivier De Munck (former CBD CHM 

Officer), capacity building materials

Available at Guidance (cbd.int)

Example of 

what could be a 

National CHM 

NFP working

network

https://www.cbd.int/chm/guidance/


III/ the role and the environment of a national NFP

Useful Resources : 

Resources : Human Resources (web skills, communication skills, but also to 

understand the context of the CBD), financial resources

Capabilities : Networking capability, Institutionnal capability -> To be able to 

create a strong network of actors

Have you already thought about how to involve your network in your 

work as a CHM NFP? 



Thank you for your attention!

Pierre Spielewoy pierre.spielewoy@mnhn.fr

www.coop4cbd.eu Follow COOP4CBD

http://www.coop4cbd.eu/

